
Exposing your puppy to their new world...what you need to know
Socialising your puppy is not just about meeting other dogs and people, it is about exposing them to new things in a positive way.  To
ensure you're doing this in the right way, make sure that these new experiences include something your puppy loves like food or toys.

If your puppy is having a great time, then you're doing perfectly.

Socialisation should be done gently and at your puppy's own pace, ensure interactions, environments and novel things are introduced
calmly and positively.  Give your puppy a small treat, hug, verbal praise when they experience something new, teach your puppy that new

things are good.

Don't put your puppy too close to something new straight away, start at a good distance away first. If your puppy is worried then you
need to take a step back or moving what is worrying them further away, do not force your puppy closer as forcing them nearer

something that worries them will not help them to "get used to it", only let them move forwards if they want to.  Be ready to reward and
encourage them.

Teach your puppy to be calm and polite around other dogs, animals and people, not everyone wants a puppy climbing all over them,
reward your puppy for good behaviour. If your puppy is too excited or pushy then redirect them to a more suitable behaviour and don't

forget to reward them as they carry out a more suitable behaviour. 

When your puppy is playing with another dog, don't allow them to jump all over another dog and don't let your puppy be jumped all
over, good play should be equal.  If it looks like play is getting out of hand then give the dog's a break for a little while and let them carry

on if they both choose to after a break.

Take things calmly and slowly and you will be fine if you are at all concerned about your puppy's wellbeing consult a vet or behaviourist.



V I S U A L S  &  S O U N D S

Exposure Chart

Cars
Bus
Lorries
Trains
Motorcycle
Busy traffic
Car Park
Airplane
Helicopter
Hot air balloon

Pedal bike
Scooter
Skate board
Pushchair 
Wheelchair
Walking stick
Crutches

P L A C E S  &  P E O P L E

Vets
Pet shop
Groomer
Day Care
Kennels
Coffee shop
Garden centre
Other dog friendly locations

Loud voices
Laughing
Crying
Shouting
Arguing
Children playing
Children crying
Coughing / Sneezing

Car horns
Doorbell
Fire alarm
Door knock
Radio
Fireworks
Thunderstorm
Sirens

Beards
Hats
Sun glasses
Helmets
Different ethnicities
Babies (incl. in carriers)
Young children
Teenagers
Older people

Cows
Sheep
Chickens
Ducks
Cats
Horses
Rabbits
Other pets

A N I M A L S  &  I N T E R A C T I O N S

Other puppies
Small dogs
Medium dogs
Large dogs
Older dogs
Different coloured dogs
Different coated dogs
Different faced dogs
Different tail carrying dogs

H A N D L I N G  &  O U T D O O R S T H E R E  I S  A L W A Y S  M O R E . . .

Being held/picked up
Being handled
Touching legs
Touching paws
Checking between toes
Touching/cleaning ears
Touching muzzle
Checking teeth
Touching near eyes
Touching tail
Touching tummy
Cleaning bum (baby wipe)
Touching collar
Grooming
Standing on a table
Clipping nails
Cleaning teeth
Bath
Towel dry
Paw wipe
Hose
Water
Puddle
Pond/stream etc
Grass
Beach
Mud

Postal worker
Delivery driver
Wheelie Bins
Rustling bin bags
Visitors at home
Joggers
Waving hands
Flappy clothing
Bright clothing
Balloons
Boxes being carried
Mirrors
Mobility scooters
Trolley
Statues
Umbrella open and closed
Stairs
Concrete
Tiles
Sand
Carpet
Pebbles/gravel
Garden
Field
Paddock
Woodland
Parks


